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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31

INTRODUCED BY T. HENRY2

BY REQUEST OF THE CHILDREN, FAMILIES, HEALTH, AND HUMAN SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE3

4

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF5

MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF A MANAGED CARE MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM THAT6

USES A QUASI-PUBLIC AGENCY TO COORDINATE CARE.7

8

WHEREAS, the 2007 Legislature approved a contracted study of Montana's mental health system to9

determine how well the existing system provides services to Montanans with mental health needs; and10

WHEREAS, the study found that Montana has undertaken creative efforts to provide mental health11

services to the most seriously ill and financially needy Montanans but that gaps still exist in the system; and12

WHEREAS, the study found that changes in the organizational structure of Montana's mental health13

system may allow for more freedom in determining how to use available funds and may make more money14

available for additional services; and15

WHEREAS, the changes would require a move to the use of managed care; and16

WHEREAS, the study recommended that the state create a quasi-public care coordination organization17

to operate a managed care mental health system.18

19

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE20

STATE OF MONTANA:21

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant to22

section 5-5-217, MCA, or direct sufficient staff resources to study and make recommendations on the23

development of a managed care mental health system that would be operated under a Medicaid waiver by a24

quasi-public care coordination organization as proposed in the November 2008 Legislative Mental Health Study.25

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee include in its study of a managed care mental health26

system the following items:27

(1) the benefits that the creation of a care coordination organization to manage the publicly funded mental28

health system may provide, including but not limited to the benefits to Montanans with mental health needs and29

the benefits to the state in managing its financial resources in a cost-effective manner;30
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(2) whether and how a managed care system would allow the state to better meet the goals of the1

President's New Freedom Commission on Mental Health;2

(3) options for the governance structure of the care coordination organization, based on a review of3

similar managed care systems in other states;4

(4) whether and how the state could maintain or increase access to services while maintaining or5

reducing costs, including the strategies that must be used for achieving those goals and how any savings6

generated by the care coordination organization would be reinvested in mental health services;7

(5) which existing programs and services should be a part of the restructured program, including but not8

limited to consideration of whether the Montana State Hospital, Montana Mental Health Nursing Care Center, and9

state-run substance abuse programs should be placed under the care coordination organization;10

(6) the costs of moving from the current system of mental health services to a managed care system11

operated by a care coordination organization; and12

(7) a timeline for putting a care coordination organization into effect, including but not limited to the steps13

needed to:14

(a) obtain an actuarial or other analysis of the capitated rates or premiums for the program;15

(b) draft and submit to the federal government the necessary Medicaid waiver;16

(c) draft and submit to the Montana Legislature any legislation needed to establish a care coordination17

organization;18

(d) develop a comprehensive organizational plan;19

(e) transfer existing contracts; and20

(f) take other measures as needed to restructure the system.21

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study document and address any concerns expressed by mental22

health providers, consumers, family members, advocates, or others about the managed care model.23

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee request participation in the study by the Department24

of Public Health and Human Services, the Department of Corrections, providers of mental health services, and25

mental health consumers, family members, and advocates.26

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review27

requirements, be completed prior to September 15, 2010.28

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions,29

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 62nd Legislature.30
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